
Massachusetts Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Detector Requirements

Smoke detectors are required as follows:
tr On every habitable level of the residence.
! On the ceiling at the base of each stairway.
tr On the ceiling outside of each separate sleeping area.
tr The smoke detectors may either be battery powered, hardwired or a combination of the two.
tr lf the smoke detector is located within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or

shower), the smoke detector will be required to be a photoelectric detector.
tr lf the smoke detector is outside of 20 feet of a kitchen or a bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower)

you must utilize either:
tr A dual detector (containing both ionization and photoelectric technologies); OR
D Two separate detectors (one photoelectric and one ionization).
! Low voltage household warning systems are exempt from the dual detection requirement.

Carbon monoxide alorms are required as foilows:
! On every level of the residence, including habitable portions of basements and attics and must be

located within 10 feet of each bedroom door.
tr Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used if the

detector is within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
fl Combination detectors (ionization smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used if the detector is

outside of 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
tr May be either: battery powered, plug-in with battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or system

type.
D Follow the manufacturer's instructions for placement.

Tvpical one- and two-familv residences permitted between 1975 and Aueust 27. 1997:
Smoke detectors are required os follows:

tr One smoke detector on every habitable level of the residence.
tr One smoke detector on the ceiling at the base of each stairway.
tr one smoke detector on the ceiling outside of each separate sleeping area.
tr A minimum of one smoke detector must be installed for every 1,200 square feet of living space per level.
n Must be hardwired interconnected smoke detectors.

Carbon monoxide olorms are required as follows:
tr On every level of the residence, including habitable portions of basements and attics and must be

located within 10 feet of each bedroom door.
tr Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used anywhere.
! Com bination detectors (ion ization smoke a nd carbon monoxide detector) may be used if the detector is

outside of 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
n May be either: battery powered, plug-in with battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or system

type.
tr Follow the manufacturer's instructions for placement.
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Massachusetts Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Detector Requirements

Smoke detectors are required os follows:tr one smoke detector on every habitabre rever of the residence.tr One smoke detector at the base of each stairway.
tr One smoke detector outside of each separate sleeping area.tr One smoke detector inside every bedroom.
D A minimum of one smoke detector must be installed for every 1,200 square feet of living space per level.D Must be hardwired and interconnected smoke detectors with battery backup.tr lf the smoke detector is within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower), thesmoke detector is required to be a photoelectric detector.

Corbon monoxide olarms are required as follows:tr on every level of the residence, including habitable portions of basements and attics and must belocated within 10 feet of each bedroom door.
tr Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used anywhere.D combination detectors (ionization smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used if the detector isoutside of 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).tr May be either: battery powered, plug-in with battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or systemtype.
D Follow the manufacturer's instructions for placement.

D one smoke detector on every habitabre rever of the residence.tr One smoke detector at the base of each stairway.
tr one smoke detector outside of each separate sreeping area.tr One smoke detector inside every bedroom.
f] A minimum of one smoke detector must be installed for every 1,200 square feet of living space per level.tr Must be hardwired and interconnected smoke detectors with battery backup.tr lf the smoke detector is within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower), the

smoke detector is required to be a photoerectric detector.
tr lf the smoke detector is outside of 20 feet of a kitchen or a bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).

the smoke detector is required to be either a photoelectric detector or a dual detector (containing bothionization and photoelectric technologies).
Carbon monoxide alorms ore required as follows:tr on every level of the residence, including habitable portions of basements and attics and located within

10 feet of each bedroom door.
tr Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used.tr Must be hardwired and interconnected with battery backup. (May be separately wired from the existino

smoke detection system.)
tr Follow the manufacturer's instructions for placement.

Heat detectors ore required os follows:
n Must have a single heat detector in any garage attached to or under the residence.tr Must be hardwired and interconnected with or without battery backup to the existing smoke detection

system.
n Heat detectors are not required in older homes unless renovation, addition or modification occurs after

Jan. 1,2008.

Smoke detectors are required as follows:
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